Guide to Cladding Installation in
Australia

1. Introduction

Purpose of Guide

This guide provides comprehensive instructions for installing wall cladding across various
materials. Using this guide ensures adherence to Australian building codes, enhancing
your project's safety, durability, and visual appeal. Clear instructions simplify the
installation process, ensuring compliance and high-quality results.

Target Audience
Ideal for:
¢ DIY homeowners looking to enhance their properties

e Professional builders managing residential or commercial projects



e Tradespeople requiring clear, standardised installation practices

e Construction supervisors overseeing regulatory compliance
Cladding Types Covered

¢ Metal: Durable, long-lasting, and weather-resistant

 Fibre-cement: Cost-effective, fire-resistant, and versatile

e Timber: Aesthetic appeal with natural insulation properties

e Composite: Eco-friendly, low-maintenance, and durable
2. Australian Standards and NCC Requirements

Australian Standards for Metal Cladding

Adherence to AS 1562.1-2018 ensures the highest standard in material quality, fixing
techniques, corrosion resistance, and waterproofing. Compliance avoids costly repairs
and ensures the longevity of metal cladding.

National Construction Code (NCC) Requirements
NCC Volume Two (Parts 3.5.3 and 3.5.4) includes:
o Strict weatherproofing guidelines preventing moisture damage
e Structural integrity requirements to withstand harsh weather conditions
o Detailed material and fixing method specifications for assured safety and quality
3. Cladding Materials and Compliance
Metal Cladding

e Exceptional durability with minimal upkeep

e Meets AS 1562.1-2018 standards, ensuring water-tightness and corrosion
resistance

e Regularinspections and simple maintenance enhance lifespan significantly
Fibre-Cement Cladding
e Compliance with AS/NZS 2908.2 standards mandatory

e Critical use of protective gear to minimise silica dust exposure during handling



¢ Adequate ventilation behind panels crucial to avoid moisture build-up and mould
growth

Timber and Hardwood Cladding
e Must follow AS/NZS 1859.4 and AS/NZS 2269 guidelines

e Timber selection must align with specific Bushfire Attack Level (BAL) requirements

e Allowance for timber’s natural expansion and contraction essential to prevent
structural problems

4. Design and Preparation

Accurate Measurement and Layout
e Accurate, careful measurements essential—verify all dimensions before cutting
¢ Proper planning reduces material waste and ensures visual consistency

Weatherproofing Installation

e Integral components: weatherproof membranes, cavity battens, vapour-permeable
sarking

¢ Proper installation vital to prevent internal damage from moisture ingress

Flashing Requirements

o Flashinginstallation following AS/NZS 2904 safeguards against water penetration at
building intersections

e Special attention required around critical points such as windows, doors, corners,
and roofing junctions

5. Fixing Methods and Specifications
Nails and Screws
o Corrosion-resistant fasteners specifically made for cladding
¢ Recommended minimum penetration depths:
o Fibre-cement: 25mm

o Timber and plywood: spacing between 400mm to 600mm, based on wind
classification



Fastening for Metal Cladding
o Strictly follow AS 1562.1-2018 for fastener spacing and depth

e Ensures robust fixing capable of withstanding wind pressure
6. Installation Procedures
Site Preparation and Staging

e Cladding materials should be stored off-ground in dry, sheltered conditions

o Allow timber to acclimatise onsite for a minimum of 48 hours before installation

Installation Workflow

e Horizontal cladding: Start at bottom, progressing upwards
o \ertical cladding: Begin at corners and work towards centre

e Uniform alignment and spacing for professional results

Jointing Techniques

¢ Provide slight expansion gaps at joints

o Secret fixing for aesthetic appeal; face fixing for simpler maintenance
7. Fire Safety and Hazard Management
Combustible Aluminium Cladding

o Choose cladding that meets stringent fire-resistance criteria

¢ Non-combustible or rigorously tested composite materials recommended

Fire Performance Testing (BS 8414)

o Follow Australian-approved BS 8414 testing for cladding fire performance

¢ Compliance crucial for occupant safety and adherence to regulatory standards
8. Maintenance and Finishing

Painting and Sealing

e Adhere to manufacturer guidelines for painting/sealing

e Regularinspections enable early identification and repair of damage



Moisture Control

e Regular cleaning and inspection essential to prevent mould and rot
e Ensure proper drainage to prevent water build-up

Timber Cladding Maintenance
e Conduct annualinspections

e« Routine re-coating preserves appearance and extends lifespan
9. Appendices and Resources

Quick-Reference Tables

o Easily accessible tables for fast reference on fixing methods, material
specifications, and wind zone classifications

Australian Standards and NCC Documents

e Direct links for quick access to complete Australian Standards and NCC guidelines

Safety Guidance

o Highlight critical safety precautions, especially silica dust management during fibre-
cement handling
¢ Comprehensive personal protective equipment recommended for all installation

activities

Using this enhanced, detailed guide ensures your cladding installation project fully
complies with Australian standards, achieving safe, reliable, and visually appealing results.



